febniBry 21, 1970 



Mrs* Judy Whitson Bonner 
MoClain, Tletoher and Bonner^ 

Public Relations 
Dallaty Texas 

Dear Mrs* Bonner, 

The klndnaaa of a friend who aent It to me and your gru>at fUn thing 

called '^InTestlgatlon of a Homicide", ha've made my day! In so niany ways! The 

mere glance I've had guarantees me this* I look forward ao much to reading It 
with care, sevorlng each of tae noble, glorious words one by one* And now, at 
long last, with so many others, 1 will finally have "inside information that 
was denied av€m to the Vkirren Oomnilaaloif , 

I mean, what a police force you ^ h ws In Belles* They do such wonder** 
fUl things, not toe least of which Is denying the real poop to t le official 
Investigation of a President' a !nurder* Please do not ml sunder stand me - I find 
nothing inoonal stent in this* 

Right off, aa you oan sea from this quotation, I devoured every word 

on the jacket* And from thla I know you are not Just an ordinary, rua»of*the-* 

mill wrlter/publiclat* You reach right into people's minda, like Icaowlng ell 
along that Oswald was going to flee Dellas, no doubt the reason he left el.iost 
all his money home* You wsren^t fooled e bit, X can see, by his going into e movie 
instead of a pl^iine, train, bus or oar, *oauae you knew he in d invented this new 
way of fleeing^leavlng your money behind and beginning in a oul da seo* 

Of course, I did not miss the promiee of - for the very first tline - 
the complete transcript (your words) of the police broadcasts* After all, we do 
have three conficting and oontradictory offiolal versions, aside from those 
buried in asaoirted files. Is it not time for the complete thing, the whole bit? 
Then I noticed a touch of your brilliance, a tiny little limitation, to "November 
2£,19e9*« All the time I had tnought the "Investigation of a homicide" continued, 
at least throu^ the murder of the acouaed, the newest technique in investigritiona 
of hrvnioldes, murder of the acouaed (eo much cleoner toan meaay triels .1th nasty 
lewyere asking puahy questions, ian^t it?)* Naturally, X juat couldn't wait for 
this, so ^ opened to these "complete transcript t", if only for toe day^ and hot 
sheer joy, my Ilfs and concept a start anew as 1 rMl^y begin to leem the true 
meaning of words, "dbmplete", for even a 24-hour day elone,ipean8 from 12:17 p.m* 
(p* 307) until 1:56 p*oi. (p* 342), or until 12834 p.m* (p* 364}*This la lha real, 
modern way to "aolve^ crimes, "Investignte" murders - contract three into one end 
24 hours down to about 1§** If I could have brou£^t such vision aUvi iioaglnation to 
my ovrn work, how many long months I cculcl have saved, how many fewer words I could 
hove uaed« But I do not want to leave this without proper due to your untainted, 
unqueationnble source, the derring-do Dallas police, /*io provided two of ho triree 
officially-publiahed "complete" transcripts, each of which isn't* No doubt they 
treat you better then the official, national investigation (you ere prottlsrl). 



beglrnilaJi. in mind, l went buck to the 

"Where o there hare erred”* You natnrHllv^^i a Mally neant, 

after all, Dlnlcay Creak, pine ioants mJ IlToJ r ^ 

found - or aa^ you have founds what neither the m ^i> 

toe Seoi et Serrtce, or even the Warren Oonmlaalon ^^Wef, 

vvtieii Mark Lana (not one of my close friAn^A) ft * x. t la an "error** 

Book Dopo.ltoty (.la) .n,p^M Si*”!? "•■“•“IB loo" School 

Oswald leaYlng that bulldlna So -i * 4.1 and Identlf^r 

notarized, to, dear girl vou neither efeaed nor 

beckward paat, toe Inhibiting delanda of^Li**^ outdated ooncopta of the 

. :;u.”h.o:xrpS,“ - »» 

ful deecrlptlon of the man aaid (S,“,?^aUy meaning- 

amaok dab Into all tboae fine Dallae wllM Mtot 

that they peld no attention to a rJLtof !®^ corner. Or Is it 

x-uman^ nu*n la that moment of greet crisis? 

of .hat you call my •pror***aftw^m.*°x\^^ ^ oauiiuratlon 

tall you'thut I .n ^ 

published words, the great tne mnianA 4 > vdth perhaps a million 

oai £ 05 ,rli gin truSr«aJiari;i°u:!-.„'?° oli-k»o«hg Judy fcamar, ai. 
teenay-weenay "orrore” I had made? I 1 e^i«i h could find but two 

here been towe.) ‘ ^ «>^c. but thqr -d noty 

p... »«" (la... ti. n? ““ ”“• ■'«'>»«*• 

that «.tTirf“»;iS^i?n”:u!;“i,T* •”’? “ m «“»!■» i thought 

tpom th. official anaamca .at only~aj?t^toOT Oomia, 

from what had been puillshed. If he waa ^ nwtoroade, but, 

thi. o^aiai poiht ’»=■”“» » 

Ing too much to assume you have the hf%n^e vrti ^ printed# If it Is not aasum- 

cnpeclally page 14, 

style "afmann-rn^fJheJ ^^SerSr^wrtraed^^^iy Te^lVj 

says that he told Oewald after they »t to f ^ 

notoroade would go past th^Tin^IIiJ^* moraine toot he gueased the 

la your language not at all mine aa vrm ""r'f..”* ^®“’^®^^ng, for not only 

kind enough to look at that ^o*ps«e li f ** 

first thing on It la. guess what? (^iot^ij^f toe 

Complete with citation of source, his teatlm^nt .^L, Jannanl 
Bweet spirit, that you did none of this great lab^°i^+- ® 

from unequaUed aelfleaaneaa. So would^ nt of gain, only 

mi of tola to me, B.v^clenj fll\lTtZZ HT" ® explaining 

Jaxman and not an error for you to TltT “ to quote 



My only other error, according to you, cornea out this wayt’^Vi^elete rg 
also cltlma attempt to move Oswald from city to county jail waa unnecessary^* 

Uhat you so neatly describe as is cited to pages 174 and 175« 

Let me begin with e confession* If I were writing this same mataxlal 
today, armed with what I have learned in the post flTe years or so, I*d hcnre had 
some questions about the legality of not oonreylng Oswald to toe sheriff as soon 
as he was arraigned, for I*ve been ^Iven to understand this rather long delay, the 
delay that made the murder possible, may have been a denial of his rights (you 
here them in Texas, too, you }cnow)» The part to wnich you apparently refer beging 
on my page 89 and continues for a while* 1 go into it rather thoroughly, add you 
will find the nkost direct quotation of your ovna Dellas officials, at some length* 
May I add I've heard no complaints, especially from Sheriff Decker, of whom I say 
but the kindest things, or from former ^hief Curry, with whom I had a very gratify-* 
ing paraonul interview in November 19687 

For a while you had me feeling I am other tha thaiia^ father, fbr from 
your words I do not, really, renognixe my writing* I did aay a numle r of things 
that, to lass arcane minds, are not adequately represented in your Texas shorthand* 
For example, that ^the county sheriff oriinerlly takes custody of the prisoneni 
end aveumea reaponsibilit) for his safskeepin^ when "a person is charged tL th a 
falony (pp*Q8«-M); that Vat no point does the Ifxxxn Report in any way indicate 
a legal necessity fbr such a transfex^ (p*80); that ”idiy ttie transfer was attempted" 
is "neither aeked nor answered" in the Hepdrt* An'^eo many other things neither in 
the cited part of your book nor your complaint about my "error"* 

If you feel I could have quoted a better source, or that the aoiirce I 
did quote is somehow in error, please so inionn me* Now let me cite my exact words 
on the very complaint of erro^ou make against me • and please be kind enough to 
note that these are quoted word% not **Wei 0 begg also claii^**- from th^i middle of 
page 90: 



"Decker told FBI Agent ^ookhout on November 28 that 'to his knowledge 
there is no State law governing transfere of prisoners from the Dellas City Jail 
to the Dallas County lall* (19H455)*'* 

Perhaps their uniqueness blinds me^o your words, but I find nothing 
relevant to this on yo\ir pegs 174*(milea8 one considers whot you do not, that the 
visit of the ACLU delegation^ t the same period you dlscusa but of which you make 
no mentioi^ nerhaps because et that very seme time and so very publicly-*on natioi>- 
wide TT^^asfi^ was begging for this seme AOLU to help him, is somehow relevant to the 
preservation of hie rights and Ufa, so much involved in tais transfer attempt*) 

You do at one point come close to what a liberal uiind can interpret aa noceaeity 
on page 175* And, vith this limited familiarity with your work, I would not think 
"error** is adenuete description of the feet tnat some kind of general discussion 
continues for the next two, iincited pages* say, "Nomolly a prisoner be come a 
the property (sic) of the county aa soon as he has been charged and arraigned (my 
emphasis}, and transfer fipom city jnil la hondled by Sheriff Bill j'Deokar***'^ Nfo 
more about the alleged legal need* And this one thing Is vhat? Waht I also said* 

3o again, I wonder how the same thing is wrong when I say it and right when you do* 



Dear soaring spirit of Texas truth, upholder of the aaored obligationa 
of the writer ( if not the publicist) in a society euch as ours, I fear your heady 
words will be too'rimxoh for me unless I take them in email dosea, v;hlch I shall* 

As I do I will annotate your dedication to that great tradition, going back to 
Z^enger and Pains* Should you want to hoar more from me when ^ have bean able to 
complete and survive this, please tell me* 

There was once a time, before that awful '^^arren C^ourt'*, when such 
writing might hove been canaidered libel* With the prevailing psmissiveneaa, as 
I believe one of the mors modest beliefs of your area la described, there is the 
xiew question of **malice^ * You may want to take this up with your publisher and 
his distributor* I shall send both copies of this letter* 

Eoimver, until then, the tradition of writers from which I think I stem 
would seem to call for some im ediate reotifi cation. I look forward to copies of 
those oomnunications in which you attempt to accomplish this, to the degree it 
may still be dome* 

Yours for bigger and better- **Xnvestigations of a ^^omlcide'\ 



Sincerely, 



haxold Woiaberg 



